
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

Pontiackers make a difference for flood victims 
$8,000 donation to auto repair shops in Globe, Miami greeted with thanks, gratitude 

 
Valley dwellers are familiar with monsoon rains and big dust storms. But people living in 

the Arizona mining towns of Globe and Miami will tell you about a different kind of 
weather system that 
pummelled and trashed 
their towns last 
September.  

Homes and businesses 
were destroyed during the 

Sept. 26 storm, vehicles 
swept away and 3 people 
died, leaving behind an 
estmated $20 million in 
damage in Gila and 
Mohave counties. Despite 
the damage, the area was  

 
(top) Club president Paul Albinger talks about the club 

donation and asked shop owners to tell their story. (right) 
Pontiacs that made the trip. 

 
denied financial assistance for the recovery from 
the federal government, which determined the 
towns didn’t have enough damage to quality for 
disaster relief funding. 
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Next club meeting is Jan. 21 at Rudy’s Country Store/BBQ 

Register for BOPC+GMC ’26 at club meeting tonight! 



On Jan. 17, over 25 members and families of our Valley of the Sun Pontiac Club 
caravaned east to the town of Globe, meeting at its historic train station with local residents, 
shop owners and the media where we presented $8,000 in club and individual donations to 4 
automotive shops hit by the flooding.  

Club members got a first-hand view of the 
devastation from secuity camera footage and 
personal stories from the shop owners. Checks 

for $2,000 each were presented to Finest Auto, 

Al’s Automotive, Fuller Fabrications, and 60 

Motors, whose owners, Don and Angela Earven, 

invited club members into their shop and showed 

video footage from the damage cause by the 

storm. Thanks to club president Paul Albinger 

for organizing this fundraiser and those who 

contributed. The Arizona chapter of POCI also 

donated $250. 
 
Check out more photos and videos from the event on our club Facebook page and stories in the Globe 
Miami Times at www.globemiamitimes.com/globe-flood-0925/ 
 

Join us for our next club meeting!! 
The meeting is being held Wednesday, Jan. 21 at 

Rudy’s Country Store and BBQ, starting with dinner at 

5:30 pm, and the meeting at 7 pm. The address is 15257 

N. Northsight Blvd., Scottsdale. 

 
Cars and Parts for Sale by Club Members 
 
1969 Bonneville Coupe. 70,000 miles. Asking $34,500. Contact John Pinto at: 
jpintoii@hotmail.com 
 
 
1972 Pontiac Grand Prix custom convertible. Asking $75,000. Contact Gary 
Derner at: geesderner@yahoo.com 
 

 
1951 Pontiac Chieftan Deluxe. Asking $60,000. Contact: 

Joel Hernandez at xmarinero01@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

Original gas tank from 1972 Pontiac GTO, comes with straps. Asking 
$100. Radiator from same car. Asking $125. Both in good condition. 
Contact Robert Mock at nashmetro57@aol.com 
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President’s Message  

 
FAMILY. This past weekend I heard that 
word 3 times, defining 3 unique groups by 
other people.    

I had the honor and pleasure to "cruise" 
with members of our club to Globe on 
Saturday Jan 17th, to present flood  

 
(above) 60 Motors owner Don and Angela Earven 

opened up their shop and shared details and 

security camera footage on how the storm ripped 
through their building, including damage from 

dozens of propane tanks that broke loose from a 

storage area. (left) The remains of a car pulled 
from the creek bed. Our cruise got headlines (left) 
in the Globe-Miami Times. 

 
disaster relief funds raised by club members to 4 deserving 
recipients. Each described how the community came from all 
around to help the area after flooding last September 
devastated their town. They each expressed their gratitude to 
us. All of them were so gracious. 

One expressed his thanks to the people of Globe, whether 
they were affected by the floods or not. Everyone gave whatever they could from money to 
supplies to labor to help to be a part of the recovery, no matter how large or how small.  He 
stated the people of Globe and Miami came together as a FAMILY. 

Another expressed his gratitude to his automotive friends who were at the presentation. 
Four auto repair shops received money, and others that didn’t were there to support them. 
He said even though they were competitors, they were FAMILY and described how others 
who received major damage as well those who had no damage, came and helped him out 
before taking care of their own problems. Then they went together and over the days 
following, helped each other out until the initial clean-up was completed.  Globe and Miami 
now have an automotive FAMILY. 

Finally, one of the recipients described our club as a FAMILY. "There was no reason the 
Valley Of The Sun Pontiacs had to do what they did” in raising $8000 to help them, other 
than that we cared. “You are a "CARING FAMILY" that the people of Globe and Miami 
are proud to be a part of." So, YES, we are a "FAMILY."  We should be proud, honored, 

and thankful. THANK YOU TO ALL who participated in the fund raising efforts by 

reaching in your pockets and sharing with those who needed it.  THANK YOU TO ALL 

who cruised to Globe for the presentation and spent money in the community.  THANK 

YOU TO ALL who helped in any way.   
Paul 

Paul Albinger, Jr 



 



 



 
 



 

Don’t miss a club activity! 
Here is what we have on the Valley of the Sun Pontiacs schedule for 2026. 
More to come! Always check our website (www.valleysunpontiacs.com) and 
our Facebook page for updates. 
 

Club meeting dates (third Wednesday of the month, dinner at 5:30 pm; meeting starts at 

7:00 pm). Rudy’s Country Store and Barbeque, 15257 N. Northsight Blvd., Scottsdale 
 
Sept. 17, Oct. 15, Nov. 19, Dec. 17, Jan. 21, Feb. 7 (Club Holiday Party), March 18, April 
15, May 20 
 

Jan. 25: New Years Cruise to Jakes Corner (coordinator: Board member Valerie Johnson; 
RSVP to her at vallynne1959@gmail.com. See flyer for details. 
Feb 7: Club Post-Holiday Party, Blessed Sacrament Church, Scottsdale (coordinators: Board 
members Mark Neumann and Mary Sundberg). See flyer for details. 
Feb. 14: Car Clinic at Frank Gostyla’s and Pontiac Night at Cold Beer and Cheeseburgers 
March 6-8: Midnight at the Oasis Car Show, Yuma (coordinator: Board member Tom 
Locke) 
March 13-16: Good Guys SW Nationals, Westworld 
March 22: Buick-Olds-Pontiac-Cadillac+GMC Car Show and Swap Meet, EVIT Campus, 
Mesa (see flyer for info on registering online). 
March 27-29: Muscle Cars on the Strip, Las Vegas Motor Speedway. Info: Rick Unterseh 
(480-570-5583; nhra7769@gmail.com) or see Muscle Cars on the Strip Facebook page. 
 

• Look for weekly updates on our VSP club events! 
 
Club member Owen Zangle puts together a weekly update, sent out on Thursdays, for 

club affiliated and other car shows around the Valley. If you want to add an event, or are not 
receiving his emails, contact Owen at owenzangle@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

Officers and Board of Directors, 2025-26 
President: Paul Albinger  

Vice-President: Mark Neumann 

Secretary: Owen Zangle and Robbie LaMacchia 

Treasurer: Mike Fleury 

 

Board of Directors: Bruce Almond, Frank Gostyla, Valerie 

Johnson, Tom Knecht, Dave Koenig, Tom Locke, Larry McCown, 

Tom Mohr, Mary Sundberg 

 

Webmaster: Scott Svenheim  www.valleysunpontiacs.com 

Pontiacs of the Valley newsletter editor: Mark Neumann 

Facebook: Valley of the Sun Pontiacs 
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